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Tee Box

A project to restore the No.2 Course at 
Medinah Country Club near Chicago, Illinois, 
is set to reach completion this summer.

The work at the course is being led by 
Rees Jones and associate Steve Weisser 
under the guidance of Medinah’s director of 
golf course operations Curtis Tyrrell.

Jones described the work on the Tom 
Bendelow-designed course as ‘a bona fide 
restoration with a few implementations of 
design ideas for 21st century play’.

“No.2 hadn’t been touched for a very 
long time so the original design ideas were 
evident,” Jones explained. “Bendelow had 

some very interesting green surfaces which 
we were able to restore back to the old 
shapes and contours which are unique.”

Much of the work has now been 
completed, with a period of turf 
establishment underway ahead of the 
reopening this summer.

One interesting part of the project is it 
addresses the future of the game with the 
addition of tees to each hole in what the 
club calls its ‘Golf For Life’ programme. 

“Medinah wanted to take a leadership 
role in introducing this programme,” Jones 
explained. “There are seven sets of tees. 

When a beginner takes up the game, they 
can play the forward tee and as they get 
better they keep moving back. Then as you 
get older and you can’t hit it as far, you start 
moving forward again.” 

Rees Jones restores Medinah No. 2

The course at Belvedere Golf Club in Charlevoix, Michigan is being restored to 
its original design following the recent discovery of architect William Watson’s 
plans for the course. Designed in 1923, the course was created using five teams 
of horses and 150 men. Drawings for the course were recently unearthed 
during the demolishment of an old building in Charlevoix. Following the 
discovery, Belvedere Golf Club took the decision to restore the course to its 
original Watson design, and hired golf course architect Bruce Hepner to work 
alongside course superintendent Rick Grunch on the project.

Below is a section of Watson’s original design, while to the right is an archive 
photo featuring a view of the clubhouse from the ninth tee. Bottom right is 
the current view from down the hill on the first green.

FROM THE ARCHIVE

DID YOU KNOW?

All three courses at Medinah CC 
were originally designed by Tom 
Bendelow – a Scotsman who moved 
to the US in 1892. The architect 
spent much of his life living and 
working in the Chicago area, and was 
able to spend a lot of his personal 
time on the Medinah courses. 
No. 3 - the club’s championship 
course- was also renovated by Jones 
in preparation of the 2006 PGA 
Championship and the 2012 Ryder 
Cup matches.

Medinah CC

The eighth hole on the No.2 course at Medinah Country Club. 
Right: from left to right – Steve Weisser, Dane Wilson, Rees Jones, 

Mike Crance, Curtis Tyrrell, Rocco Palmi and Blue Kelly
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